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FM AMEMBASSY CARACAS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 9532 
INFO AMEMBASSY ASUNCION PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BELIZE PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BOGOTA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BRASILIA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BRIDGETOWN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES PRIORITY 
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AMEMBASSY MONTEVIDEO PRIORITY 

AMEMBASSY OTTAWA PRIORITY 

AMEMBASSY PANAMA PRIORITY 

AMEMBASSY PARAMARIBO PRIORITY 

AMEMBASSY PORT AU PRINCE PRIORITY 

AMEMBASSY PORT OF SPAIN PRIORITY 

AMEMBASSY QUITO PRIORITY 

AMEMBASSY SAN JOSE PRIORITY 

AMEMBASSY SAN SALVADOR PRIORITY 

AMEMBASSY SANTIAGO PRIORITY 

AMEMBASSY SANTO DOMINGO PRIORITY 

AMEMBASSY TEGUCIGALPA PRIORITY 

US INT HAVANA PRIORITY 

USCINCSO MIAMI FL PRIORITY 
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SUMMARY: 



)- (C) THE GOV ANNOUNCED IT WOULD DELAY THE TRANSFER OF 
CONTROL OF THE METROPOLITAN POLICE (MP) BACK TO THE MAYOR OF 
CARACAS. 



— (U) A GRENADE EXPLODED IN FRONT OF THE ALGERIAN EMBASSY 
LATE JANUARY 9. VICE PRESIDENT RANGEL URGED THE USG TO 
RECOGNIZE THE OPPOSITION AS TERRORISTS. OPPOSITION RUMORS 
PERSIST THAT THE ATTACK WAS PART OF THE GOV,S PLAN SMEAR THE 
OPPOSITION. 
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END SUMMARY. 
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AMEMBASSY BRIDGETOWN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY GEORGETOWN PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY GRENADA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY KINGSTON PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LA PAZ PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LIMA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY MADRID PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY MANAGUA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY MEXICO PRIORITY 
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AMEMBASSY MONTEVIDEO PRIORITY 

AMEMBASSY OTTAWA PRIORITY 

AMEMBASSY PANAMA PRIORITY 

AMEMBASSY PARAMARIBO PRIORITY 

AMEMBASSY PORT AU PRINCE PRIORITY 

AMEMBASSY PORT OF SPAIN PRIORITY 

AMEMBASSY QUITO PRIORITY 

AMEMBASSY SAN JOSE PRIORITY 

AMEMBASSY SAN SALVADOR PRIORITY 

AMEMBASSY SANTIAGO PRIORITY 
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US INT HAVANA PRIORITY 
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GOV DELAYS TRANSFER OF METROPOLITAN POLICE 



4 . (U) THE GOV ANNOUNCED ON JANUARY 9 THAT IT WOULD DELAY BY 
AT LEAST THREE WEEKS THE RETURN OF CONTROL OF THE 
METROPOLITAN POLICE (MP) TO THE MAYOR OF CARACAS. THE SUPREME 
COURT OF JUSTICE (TSJ) ISSUED A RULING IN DECEMBER RETURNING 
CONTROL OF THE MP TO CIVILIAN AUTHORITIES AFTER PRESIDENT 
HIGO CHAVEZ DECLARED IT UNDER MILITARY CONTROL. MINISTER OF 
INTERIOR DIOSDADO CABELLO ANNOUNCED ON BEHALF OF VENEZUELA'S 
SECURITY COUNCIL THAT THE GOV WOULD DELAY IMPLEMENTING THE 
COURT, S ORDER UNTIL IT COULD &CORRECT THE CRISIS OF 
AUTHORITY8 IN THE PM. VICE MINISTER OF INTERIOR FOR CITIZEN 
SECURITY ALCIDES RONDON TOLD THE MEDIA THAT THE GOV WOULD USE 
THE TIME TO LAUNCH AN INVESTIGATION INTO WHAT THE GOV HAS 
CALLED AN & ILLEGAL USE OF ARMS 8 BY PM OFFICERS DURING 
POLITICAL DEMONSTRATIONS. THE GOV ALSO SAID IT WOULD ISSUE A 
REPORT ON ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS AND NEGOTIATE WITH DISSIDENT 
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OFFICERS BEFORE IT COMPLIES WITH THE COURT ORDER. 
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AMEMBASSY MANAGUA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY MEXICO PRIORITY 

SECRET 



COME-00 

EAP-00 

TEDE-00 

DCP-01 

PM-00 

SS-00 

PRM-00 



PAGE 02 CARACA 00103 03 OF 04 102243Z 

AMEMBASSY MONTEVIDEO PRIORITY 

AMEMBASSY OTTAWA PRIORITY 

AMEMBASSY PANAMA PRIORITY 
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AMEMBASSY SAN JOSE PRIORITY 



UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 

AMEMBASSY SAN SALVADOR PRIORITY 
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EACH SIDE SUSPECTS THE OTHER IN GRENADE AT ALGERIAN EMBASSY 



6. (U) A GRENADE EXPLODED IN FRONT OF THE ALGERIAN EMBASSY IN 
CARACAS LATE JANUARY 9, RESULTING IN MINOR PROPERTY DAMAGE 
AND NO INJURIES. EARLIER, OPPOSITION AND LABOR LEADERS HAD 
PUBLICLY BEMOANED THE USE OF OIL TANKER REPLACEMENT CREWS WHO 
SOME SUSPECT HOLD ALGERIAN PASSPORTS. IN A PUBLIC STATEMENT 
JANUARY 10, VICE PRESIDENT RANGEL DENOUNCED THE "TERRORIST" 
ATTACK ON THE ALGERIAN EMBASSY AND URGED THE USG TO RECOGNIZE 
AND DENOUNCE THE OPPOSITION AS TERRORISTS. HOWEVER, RUMORS 
PERSIST IN OPPOSITION CIRCLES THAT THE GRENADE ATTACK WAS 
PART OF THE GOV,S ALLEGED &OPERACION BOMBILLA, 8 A PLAN 
DESIGNED TO CREATE THE APPEARANCE THAT THE OPPOSITION IS TO 
BLAME FOR ATTACKS. 
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FM AMEMBASSY CARACAS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 9535 
INFO AMEMBASSY ASUNCION PRIORITY 
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AMEMBASSY GRENADA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY KINGSTON PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LA PAZ PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY LIMA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY MADRID PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY MANAGUA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY MEXICO PRIORITY 
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AMEMBASSY MONTEVIDEO PRIORITY 

AMEMBASSY OTTAWA PRIORITY 

AMEMBASSY PANAMA PRIORITY 

AMEMBASSY PARAMARIBO PRIORITY 

AMEMBASSY PORT AU PRINCE PRIORITY 

AMEMBASSY PORT OF SPAIN PRIORITY 

AMEMBASSY QUITO PRIORITY 

AMEMBASSY SAN JOSE PRIORITY 

AMEMBASSY SAN SALVADOR PRIORITY 

AMEMBASSY SANTIAGO PRIORITY 

AMEMBASSY SANTO DOMINGO PRIORITY 

AMEMBASSY TEGUCIGALPA PRIORITY 

US INT HAVANA PRIORITY 
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